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things they have to buy from the market are purchased usually
by borrowing money from the zamindar and, as in the case
of the harwaha their debt generally increases year by year.
And for the period under review, the validity of the second
assumption too is questionable.

According to Dr R. K. Mukerjee the real wages of agricultural
labourers had declined in 1922 as compared to 1911. While in
1911 wages of field labourers were 4 annas per day, in 1922
these varied from 4 to 6 annas. During the same period the
price of rice, the staple food of the Bengali, rose from 15 seers
to the rupee in 1911 to 5 seers to the rupee in 1922.1 It may
be pointed out in this connexion that while in 1909 paddy sold
at Rs. 2-2-5 per maund, in 1925 the price was Rs. 4-2-11 and in
1929 Rs. 4-14.2 Thereafter commenced a rapid decline of agri-
cultural prices followed closely by a decline in wages. As in-
dicated elsewhere, economic depression brings in its wake lower
wages and fewer working days. If in 1936 the price of paddy
approached the pre-War level (1909), wages also touched the
pre-War level (1911) and in some places were even less.3 Recent
"enquiries made in connexion with the work of the Land Reve-
nue Commission, Bengal, show that the average rates of agricul-
tural wages for Bengal as a whole during harvesting and other
seasons are 41 and 3i annas respectively.4 Detailed informa-
tion concerning the rates of wages is given in Appendix XIII. It
appears from these figures that in eleven districts wages during
the harvesting season vary from 2f to 4 annas; in seven districts
wages in the same season are more than 4 annas but less than 5
annas; and in the remaining seven districts wages vary from 5
to 6 annas. During other seasons wages in thirteen districts
vary from 1\ to 3 as. and in ten districts from 3 to 4 annas.
These low rates of wages call for no comment. The Land
Revenue Commission came to the conclusion that 30 maunds
of rice or 45 maunds of paddy are sufficient to provide two
meals a day for the average family 'though many families may
not be able to afford even 24 maunds of rice.'6 It shows clearly

1  Mukerjee, op. cit, p. 222.

2  Report of the Land Revenue Commission, Bengal, Vol. II, p. 104.

3  Ibid., pp. 49-50.

4  Ibid., Vol. VII. p. 117.                5 Ibid., Vol. 1, p. 99.